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The Judge Charles J. Vallone School

Public School  85 Q

23-70 31st  Street, LIC, NY 11105

Phone: 718-278-3630

Fax: 718-278-8312
Our Mission Statement

The mission of P.S. 85 Q is to create a nurturing environment of academic excellence in which all students can and will learn.  We recognize the needs of the whole child: emotional, social, physical and intellectual.  We will promote the commonality in our diverse population in order to instill self-respect and respect for others.  Our commitment to parents, to students and to the community at large is to develop self-thinking, creative, productive and confident students to meet the challenges of the 21st Century.

P.S. 85 Q School Song
Raise your voice with proud affection

P.S. 85!

We will always sing your praises,

For your honor strive!

Ever loyal is our watchword,

Whether near or far!

Years will pass,

But we’ll remember

P.S. 85! Queens.

Registration Information
Your child must come with you at the time of the registration

Children who have reached the age of 5 on or before December 31 may register for Kindergarten.

Children who have reached the age of 6 on or before December 31 may register for 1st Grade.

Please bring the originals and copies of:

· Proof of address (Con Ed bill, Keyspan bill or copy of lease in parent’s name).
· Proof of Birth (Birth Certificate or passport.
· Immunization Record

The registration date will be posted on the bulletin board in front of the school.

Absences

No student may be legally excused from school unless it is a result of illness, religious observance or urgent personal business, which cannot be accomplished at any other time.  Returning students must bring a note to the classroom teacher, signed by the parent or legal guardian giving the date and reason for the absence.

Attendance

Coming to school everyday is crucial to students’ success.  When a student misses school regardless of the reason, important pieces of information can be lost.  Please note that one of the multiple criteria for promotion to the next grade is 90% attendance.

School Hours

Grades K-5

Arrival Schedule

Breakfast

7:35-7:50am

Morning Line-up
8:00-8:10am

Dismissal Schedule

Kindergarten

2:20pm

Grade 1-2

2:25pm

Grades 3-5

2:30pm

Extended Day

3:07.5 pm

Pre-Kindergarten Schedule

All day Pre-K
   8:10 am 
  1:35pm

School Buses

Children in grades K-2 are entitled to ride a school bus if they live more than ½ mile from school. Children in grades 3-5 are entitled to ride a school bus if they live more than 1 mile from school. 

Office of Pupil Transportation 

Phone No.: (718)392-8855

Special Education Buses

For any problems related to Special Education bus service call the Office of Pupil Transportation at: 718-392-8855.

Change of Address / Phone No.

if you move or if your phone number changes, please notify Angela in the main office immediately.
Appointment with the teachers

If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, please send a note requesting an appointment. This avoids disrupting the educational process and enables the teacher to gather any needed records or tests to prepare for the meeting. Your child’s teacher will arrange an appointment at a time when he/she is free.

Appropriate Dress Code 

Students are required to wear school uniform to school every day.

Girls: 
Light blue shirt/blouse


Navy blue jumper/skirt/pants

Boys: 
Light blue shirt/blouse


Navy blue pants

What pupils should NOT bring to school 

· Cell phones, electronics, valuable toys and jewelry or collectible cards.

· Weapons of any kind, including toy guns or toy knives.

· Book bags/backpack on wheels.

· Large amounts of money (over $ 5.00).
Emergencies

In the event of an emergency during the school day, parents will be notified by telephone.  However, no student will be dismissed before the regular dismissal time unless a parent or a designated contact person (listed on the blue emergency card) picks up the child.

Inclement Weather Information

When unusual weather conditions cause a possible delayed opening or school closing, announcements will be made over the following media:

WINS (1010AM)
WCBS (880AM

WADO (1250 AM)
WLIB (1190AM)

NY1 
Channel 1 - Cable TV

NY1 
Spanish Channel 801-Cable TV 

FOX
Channel 5

Parent Concerns

There may be a time in your child’s life when you need to speak with someone about a particular concern directly affecting your child.  Generally, the first person to contact is your child’s teacher.  Write a note to schedule an appointment.    After meeting with the teacher, you may wish to make an appointment with the Parent Coordinator and/or Guidance Counselor.  If the problem is still unresolved you may request to make an appointment with the Assistant Principal.  If the problem is still unresolved, you may then wish to request a meeting with the Principal. 

If you are not satisfied with the results of your efforts at the school level, you have the right to bring the matter to the District office.  Parents always have the right to bring a friend, advisor or interpreter to all hearings, conferences, interviews and other meetings concerning their child.

Student Records

 Parents can have access to all of their children records and may request copies of them.  Contact the Parent Coordinator or Guidance Counselor to arrange for an appointment. He/she will assign a staff member to assist you in interpreting the records.  You may request a translator if you feel you need one.

Promotion Standards (Regulation of the Chancellor)

In grades K-5 promotion will be based on:

· State Assessments

· Class work 

· 90% Attendance

Homework Policy

4
My homework is always done perfectly.

It is done every day and on time.

My homework is always neat; it is presented well and shows my best effort.
                  
3
I usually hand in my homework or I always do my homework but I hand it in late sometimes.

I’ve missed 6 homework assignments or less (3 or less for grades 3-5) during this marking period.

My work is neat and presented well most of the time.

     
2
Sometimes I don’t do my homework. 

I’ve missed 7 or more homework assignments this marking period (4 or more for grades 3-5).

My work does not reflect my best effort.
    

1
I rarely do my homework.

My homework is often late.

My homework shows no effort.

    

Parents can offer assistance with homework in the following ways:

· Check homework daily to make sure it is complete, accurate and neat.  

· Contact the teacher if your child is unclear about assignments.

· Answer questions about what to do or how to do it, but don’t do the homework itself.

· Listen to your child’s difficulties and offer guidance.

If your child needs help call the Dial-a-Teacher program at 212-777-3380 from 4:00-7:00 pm on school days.  This service is staffed by teachers who can answer your questions in seven foreign languages as well as English. 

School rules for good citizenship

1. Children will come to school on time and prepared.

2. Children will show respect for other children and for all adults.

3. Children will walk quietly through the halls, stairwells, and lunchroom.

4. Children will not bring sharp and/or dangerous objects to school. 

5. Children will not fight or curse in school. 

6. Children will not chew gum in school.

7. Children will not mark up schoolbooks, materials or property.

8. Children will follow lunchtime rules.

9. Children will only leave their room with a pass. 

10.  Children must wear the School Uniform every day to school (unless exempt).

The following consequences apply to an infraction of any school rule listed above.

	TO ALL STUDENTS:


	If you do not follow a rule,

these steps will be taken:


1. The teacher will speak to you about your behavior.

	If you behavior does not improve:


2. The teacher will contact your parent by telephone or in a letter mailed to your home. 

	If your behavior does not improve:


3. The teacher will arrange for a conference with your parent and you.

	If your behavior does not improve:


4. The teacher will inform the Principal or Assistant Principal in writing about your behavior. 

	ALL STAFF:


	If a student breaks a rule, these steps are to be taken.


1. The teacher will talk to the student about his/her behavior.

	If this is not effective:


2. The teacher will contact a parent by telephone or in a letter mailed home. 

	If this is not effective:


3. The teacher will arrange for a conference with the parent and the child.

	If this is not effective:


4. Request, in writing, an appointment with a supervisor (attach notes of action taken up to this step)
Character Education

We believe that our school has a special responsibility for educating the children entrusted to its care so that each may realize his or her full potential and enter society as an intelligent, principled citizen.  As part of this responsibility, schools should assist parents by reinforcing with students the many traits that reflect and help develop good character traits, which are first learned and stressed at home. These traits include but are not limited to the following:

1. Love of Learning:  To have an intellectual curiosity.

2. Courtesy: To display behavior that shows consideration for others.

3. Citizenship: To follow rules, obey laws, and do what one can to improve one’s school, community, country, and world.

4. Caring and Compassion:  To be sympathetic and understanding towards the needs and feelings of others.

5. Fairness and Tolerance: To have fair and objective attitudes towards those whose ideas, race, or creed is different from one’s own.

6. Honesty and Trustworthiness: To be truthful, to distinguish between right and wrong and to choose to do what is right.

7. Respect: To show regard for the worth of self, others, the environment, property, and governmental laws.

8. Cooperation: To work well with others.

9. Self-discipline: To display appropriate control of oneself and one’s conduct and persevere in the pursuit of self-improvement. 

10. Responsibility:  To demonstrate personal accountability and to work to the best of one’s ability.

Examples of their traits that deserve reinforcement are courage (to do what is right even when is not easy), patience (to wait without frustration), forgiveness (to set aside differences), and good sportsmanship (to accept winning and losing well). 

Parent/Teacher Conferences & Report Cards

Research reveals that a key component of effective education is cooperation between parents and school staff. Parents are encouraged to discuss problems with teachers as soon as they are evident.  Appointments for conferences can be made in person by sending a note, or telephoning the school. 
There are formal reporting processes: report cards and conferences.  In November and March conferences are scheduled with all parents to discuss students’ achievement and adjustment.   Written report cards are provided in November, March and the last day of school in June. All report cards for K-5 students are electronic.
Parents who have questions regarding the reports should make an appointment to meet with the teacher.  Remember, only by working together can we provide our children with the highest quality education.
It is helpful to attend the conference with written questions to ask the teacher.

Suggested questions for

Parent/Teacher Conferences

1. How is my child doing?

2. What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses?

3. Is my child meeting the academic standards for the grade?

If not, what can I do at home to help?

4. Has my child completed all required work to date? What is he or she missing? Can the work be made up?

5. Based on the work so far this school year, do you think my child will meet the academic standards necessary for promotion in June?  What are the academic intervention services available at school  to help my child?  What other resources are available? What can I do to help?

Open School Week

This is a national observance held each year in November.  Parents are invited to visit their children’s school and classes during instructional hours.  Take advantage – visit as many classes as possible including music, science, computer and gym.

State Testing

State standardized testing in reading and math begins for students in third grade.  Students are then tested each year in reading, math and various other subjects.  The scores from these tests are entered on the student’s records that will follow the student through completion of high school.  These standardized test scores are part of the criteria, which help determine your child’s entrance into specialized programs.  Provisions are made for students who are absent or homebound on testing days.  Approximate test schedules are as follows. For more information on testing visit our school’s website: www.ps85q.org.

November 
    
Grade 5
   

Social Studies

TBD      

Grades 3-5   

NYS ELA

TBD
      

Grades 3-5
   
NYS Math 

April/May 

Grade 4
 
  
NYS Science 

School Report Card
The Annual School Report card provides statistics about a school, including enrollment, demographics, and student achievement. To vie the school report card, go to: http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q085/AboutUs/Statistics/default.htm
Quality Review

The Quality Review Report describes what the reviewers saw at the school -- what life is like there. The report identifies some of the strengths in the school, as well as areas where improvement is needed with suggestions for making improvements. To read more about the Quality Review Process go to: http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q085/AboutUs/Statistics/default.htm
Learning Environment Surveys

This report provides a view of a school's learning environment based on responses from parents, teachers, and middle and high school students to the annual Learning Environment Survey. For additional information about the survey go to: http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q085/AboutUs/Statistics/default.htm
Aris Parent Link

ARIS Parent Link allows parents to access their child's assessment as well as biographical and attendance information. https://www.arisnyc.org/parentlink
School Library
Books may be checked out for one week and renewed as often as necessary, as long as no one is waiting for the book.  Students will be responsible to return the library books in the condition they were received. There will be a fee for lost or damaged books.

Class Trips

Class trips are an extension of classroom learning and often allow children to experience hands-on what was previously seen in a textbook.  The Department of Education requires a consent slip signed by the parent or legal guardian for each trip.  Students will not be permitted to leave the building without your written consent.  If you are able to accompany your child’s class on a trip, please give your name to your child’s teacher. 

Lost and Found
The Lost and Found is located in the lunchroom.  Students and parents should check the Lost and Found periodically for lost items. All items not claimed will be given to charity after one month. 

All belongings such as books, lunch boxes, school bags, clothing, and other personal items brought to school must be labeled on the inside. For safety reasons, do not write your child’s name on the outside.

Organization of a School

The Principal is the educational leader and chief manager whose job is to ensure that city and state mandated curricula are followed and taught, and to provide each child with the opportunity to grow to his/her maximum potential physically, socially, emotionally and educationally.

The Assistant Principal assists the Principal in achieving high educational goals for every child.

The Guidance Counselor supports a child’s learning process by helping to solve educational, emotional or psychological problems.
The Parent Coordinator is available to address parents’ questions and concerns; serves as a resource for parents and as their liaison to the school community.

The Math Coach provides support in math schoolwide.
The Teachers work directly with children every day, instructing them in groups and individually, using their professional skill to tailor the curriculum in each course to each child’s unique talents, interests and style of learning.

The Paraprofessionals work closely with students in the classroom under the teacher’s direction to provide children with more opportunities for individual instruction.

The School Based Support Team (SBST) is composed of a social worker, psychologist and a family worker. The team evaluates children who have learning, social or emotional needs.  Children can be referred to the SBST by school personnel or by parents.

The IEP/SETTS Teacher meets with small groups of children who have been recommended for the service by the SBST.  They are specialists in teaching specific skills to the students whose instructional programs may not fully meet their special needs.

The ESL Teachers teach “English as a Second Language” to children with limited English proficiency to help them adjust to learning in their new language.
The Secretaries are responsible for such tasks as preparing school payrolls, ordering supplies, maintaining school records and arranging appointments.

The School Aides help a school run smoothly. They supervise lunch periods, collect lunch monies, schedule field trips, make photocopies, and manage schoolbooks and materials.

The Custodial Staff is responsible for the physical condition of the school, including maintenance, repair and cleanliness of a school building and its immediate grounds.

The Safety Agent’s role is to provide security and safety for children and staff inside the school and on its grounds.

The Lunchroom Staff is responsible for the planning, preparation and serving of nutritious, balanced meals.

Parents’ Association
The goal of the Parent’s Association of PS 85 Q is to work with the staff and teachers of our school and with the surrounding community to provide a challenging and supportive educational environment for our children.
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